
 
 

Welcome to our Parish Newsletter for: 
St. Mary’s R.C. Church and St. Aidan’s R.C Church  
Rev. Sean Hall 
Tel. 0191 268 4222  
www.stmarysforesthall.co.uk 
www.staidansbenton.yolasite.com 
Join us on Facebook - NE12Catholic 
 
Sunday 15th August 2021  
Feast of the Assumption  
After listening to today’s Gospel, Mary’s Visit to Elizabeth (Luke 1: 39-56), 
consider Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection. 
The core of this gospel reading is Mary’s canticle of thanksgiving for  
God’s gifts to her. It is, however, fitting that, on the Feast of the bodily  
Assumption of Mary, it should begin with her bodily attention to the bodily 
needs of her elderly relative.  
 
With her own baby on the way, she would have plenty of other priorities, 
making her long journey a real act of kindness. Her canticle, sung daily in 
the liturgy of Evening Prayer, sums up God’s faithfulness to his promises, 
focussed on his gifts to this simple peasant girl. It combines a wonderful 
sense of the holiness of God with warmth of gratitude, showing the 
thoughts that revolved constantly in Mary’s mind.  
 
As is fitting in the mouth of a girl whose only knowledge of books was the 
Bible, Mary’s song is a texture of scriptural phrases. We cannot assume that 
Luke wrote it down at Mary’s dictation, for putting words in the mouth of 
his characters is a feature of Luke the historian; but it must reflect her 
thinking.  
 
If any theme resounds again and again throughout the Bible, it is God’s care 
for the poor, for the simple and for those in need. It is this which sets the 
Hebraeo-Christian tradition apart from the ways of the world. What was 
Mary thinking as she walked to Elizabeth’s home and back again?  
How may we in our daily lives show gratitude and give praise to God?  
 

   Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB  



NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES: 
SVP/REFUGEE CENTRE   
Please help support the work of the SVP Refugee Centre with donations of 
non-perishable food. Tins (no pork please) & packets are always gratefully 
received. Collected  from St Mary’s after Sunday Mass.   
 
COLLECTIONS W/C 1st August   
St. Aidan’s - Loose Plate: £133.00 / Gift Aid: £57.00 
W/C 8th August 
St. Aidan’s - Loose Plate: £73.00 / Gift Aid: £62.00 
St. Mary’s - Loose Plate: £84.50 / Envelopes: £60.00 
Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  
 
DOBBIES COMMUNITY FUND  
St Mary’s Primary School has been shortlisted for a grant to help create an 
outdoor learning area and needs votes to be successful! If you can, please 
log onto www.dobbies.com/dobbies-in-the-community 
select Gosforth and then St Mary’s. Thank you! 
 
FROM THE DIOCESE  
Diocesan Year of the Eucharist 
Bishop Robert has announced the Year of the Eucharist will be celebrated 
in the Diocese and will be launched during Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral on 
Sunday 17 October 2021, simultaneously with the launch of the Synod. 
The aims of the Year of the Eucharist are: 
To celebrate the Eucharist at the heart of the life and mission of the Church 
and to gather people back. 
To grow as a Diocese in our love and appreciation of the Eucharist. 
To deepen our appreciation of the liturgical celebration of the Eucharist 
through the rites. 
To revitalise and renew our faith through a deepening prayer and devotion 
of the Eucharist. 
To go out and serve the world through the nourishment of the Eucharist. 
More detail via www.rcdhn.org.uk 
 

 
This newsletter covers two weeks—please keep in a safe place! 

MASS INTENTIONS WEEKS BEGINNING: 15th / 22nd August 2021  
Sat. 14th (St. Mary’s)                5.30pm                Margaret Thompson  
Sun. 15th (St. Aidan’s)              9.15am                Fr. David Milburn 
Sun. 15th (St. Mary’s)               11.00am              People of the Parish     
Mon. 16th                             ** NO MASS ** 
Tues. 17th (St. Mary’s)             10.00am              Christine Quinn 
Wed. 18th (St. Aidan’s)            10.00am              Priest’s Intention 
Thurs. 19th (St. Aidan’s)          10.00am               Jim and Joan Byrne  
Fri. 20th (St. Mary’s)                 10.00am              Fr. Michael Marr   
Sat. 21st (St. Mary’s)                 5.30pm               People of the Parish  
Sun. 22nd (St. Aidan’s)             9.15am                Jim and Joan Byrne 
Sun. 22nd (St. Mary’s)              11.00am              People of the Parish    
Mon. 23rd                            **  NO MASS ** 
Tues. 24th (St. Mary’s)             10.00am              Priest’s Intention  
Wed. 25th (St. Aidan’s)            10.00am              Jim and Joan Byrne 
Thurs. 26th (St. Aidan’s)           10.00am             Fr. David Milburn 
Fri. 27th (St. Mary’s)                 10.00am              Alan Shingfield 
Sat. 28th (St. Mary’s)                5.30pm                People of the Parish  
Sun. 29th (St. Aidan’s)              9.15am                People of the Parish  
Sun. 29th (St. Mary’s)               11.00am              People of the Parish  
* We ask that you continue to wear face coverings while in our Churches *  
 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO BOOK TO ATTEND WEEKEND MASS  
To join us at St Mary’s - please book via www.stmarysforesthall.co.uk 
To join us at St Aidan’s - book via www.staidansbenton.yolasite.com 
You can access live mass streaming via our Facebook page NE12Catholic. 
JOINING US FOR MASS: Parishioners joining us at weekend Mass, please 
arrive in plenty of time for quick registration & seat allocation. Thanks. 
CAN YOU HELP?  
We need volunteers to help steward & clean Churches after each Mass.  
Details on www.stmarysforesthall.co.uk. Thank you. 
 
Please pray for those who are sick and those whose anniversary occurs 
about this time. 


